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Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!  
 

On June 13, I spent the afternoon with the Benedictine sisters of Emmanuel Monastery in 
Towson, reflecting on the theme, “I am a blessing.” The opening reflection began this way: 

“I am a blessing. I am called to be holy. 
You are a blessing. You are called to be holy. 
We are a blessing. We are called to be holy.” 

 
God’s purpose for leading Abraham out from his native land and blessing him with resources 
and descendants was to extend that blessing to all the peoples of the earth. As Abraham’s 
spiritual descendants, we, too, can assume that our primary call, even more foundational than 
our vocational work, is to be a blessing to the whole community of God’s creation. 
 

As happens so often, the next day I discovered this related thought on Facebook from Deb 
Avery, a friend and colleague (and a daughter of Baltimore Presbytery) who pastors in Arizona: 
“How would our various religions be different (and our world) if we thought of our primary 
mission as that of blessing? Not trying to get them to join, not trying to get them to behave, not 
trying to get them to agree, not trying to fix them - just blessing.” Deb got her inspiration from 
reading Brian McLaren, not from the Benedictines. But perhaps there is something flowing 
from the Spirit, here. 
 

The point is that you are a blessing. Just you – your presence, your compassion, your 
thoughtfulness, your desire for God, your physical existence breathing in and breathing out – 
you are a blessing. Not because you do good work (though you may); not because you are 
indispensable to your family (though you may be); not because you campaign for a better 
world (though you may) – but simply because God has made you, pronounced you “very 
good” and chosen you to be a blessing to others. 
 

It is possible to cooperate with God in being a blessing – Abraham, after all, did obey God’s 
call – and it is possible to stand in God’s way – just think of Jonah, running from God’s call. If 
we do anything about being a blessing, perhaps we can pursue holiness – not perfection, but 
wholeness, completeness. Catherine of Siena was also quoted at the Benedictine retreat: “Be 
who God meant you to be, and you will set the world on fire.” 
 

We are a blessing. We are called to be holy. Thanks be to God. 
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Hunting Ridge Church Flea Market  

Date:  July 24, 2010, 9 am – 1 pm 

Please hold aside any lightly used household items, gifts, and clothing that can be donated to 
this fund-raising event.  Items to be donated can be dropped off at the church office (Mon- 
Thurs., 9 – 2) or on Sundays before and after worship service.   

Tables will be available for rent to community members for $10.00. 

Volunteers are needed to assist with set-up, clean-up, and sales.  If you have questions or 
would like to donate your time, please contact Lydia Fryer at 410.233.3317 or 410.455.3698. 
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This month, our financial status is as follows: 

    May   Year-to-date 
Income 18638 75121 
Expenses 14265 74527 
Balance 4373 594�
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�� Christian sympathy in the death of Michael A. Gentry, in Glen Burnie on Sunday, 
June 6th is extended to his sister, Angela Atkins, and all the members of the family.   

 

�� Christian sympathy in the death of Thomas Nastoff, in Passaic, NJ  on Tuesday, 
June 8th,  is extended to his nephews Rick and Ron Kondoff, Mihail Gorgievski, and 
all the members of the family.  There will be a Memorial Service immediately fol-
lowing worship on Sunday, July 18 at Hunting Ridge in our sanctuary, with a 
"coffee" fellowship following.  
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Thursday July 1 8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting Fellowship Hall 

Sunday July 4 10:00 am  Worship Service  w/Communion 
Lay Reader:  James Parks  

Sanctuary 

  12:30 pm Deacons’ Meeting  

Thursday July 8 8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting Fellowship Hall 

Sunday July 11 10:00am  Worship Service  w/Bill Webster preaching 
Lay Reader:  Barbara Knauf  

Sanctuary 

Thursday July 15 8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting Fellowship Hall 

Sunday July 18 10:00 am  Worship Service 
Lay Reader:  Vivian Smith  

Sanctuary 

Monday July 19 7:30 pm Session Meeting Fellowship hall 

Wednesday July 20 7:00 pm Gospel Choir rehearsal Sanctuary 

Thursday July 22 8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting Fellowship Hall 

Saturday July 24 9:00 am HRPC Flea Market  

Sunday July 25 10:00 am  Worship Service w/ Gospel Choir 
Lay Reader:  Angela Atkins  

Sanctuary 

Wednesday July 28 6:00 pm Imani Ringers rehearsal Choir Loft 

Thursday July 29 8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting Fellowship Hall 

  11:30 am Memorial Service for Tom Nastoff  
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Sunday Aug 1 10:00 am  Worship Service w/ Communion 
Lay Reader:  Carol Bailey  

Sanctuary 

  12:30 pm Deacons’ Meeting  

Thursday Aug 5 8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting Fellowship Hall 

Sunday Aug 8 10:00am  Worship Service  w/ Bill Webster preaching 
Lay Reader:   

Sanctuary 

Thursday Aug 12 8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting Fellowship Hall 

Sunday Aug 15 10:00 am  Worship Service 
Lay Reader:  Annette Snyder  

Sanctuary 

Monday Aug 16 7:30 pm Session Meeting Fellowship hall 

Wednesday Aug 18 7:00 pm Gospel Choir rehearsal Sanctuary 

Thursday Aug 19 8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting Fellowship Hall 

Sunday Aug 22 10:00 am  Worship Service w/ Gospel Choir 
Lay Reader:  Sharleen Hernan  

Sanctuary 

Thursday Aug 26 8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting Fellowship Hall 

Sunday Aug 29 10:00 am  Worship Service  
Lay Reader:  Peter Van Allen  

Sanctuary 
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